


\ 

The story of the Schooner Mary as told by my Father 

Inthe year 1881 A little craft called the Mary 67 ton's 

sailing in the coastal trade carrying lumber from a saw 
Mill at Poiat Leamington Green Bay and landing at differ 
ent points on the coast. Some at Sjr. John's and other 
point's, and returning with provions to the Mill after 
a fair summers work.Was returning to the home ports 
Dominion Point Exploit's River from 3t. John's leaving 
there Nov. 24 1881 after towing ont in a dead calm 
and sqnareing away for the north. A south east wind 
or gale came on with snow and caused us to lower sails 
and reef^snow was heavy but nothing unusualoccurred 
thru the night and all next day. sailing close to the 
akaxK wind with heavy seas on. And had crossed 
Bonavista Bay.We lost our flying jib boom with the sail 
furled, in a very heavy sea. The Captain decided to 
heave oack for Gatalina as the wind was head on to us 
All went well until We found the wind vearing from the 
west again causing us to having to tack off Horse Chops 
but the wind and was very heavy so thatwe had to wear 
ship and consequedtlylost our lore mast, carrying a 
double reef sail. Then our main sheet parted putting a 
preventer on the boom. As far out to the leach as 
possible The Craft fell off causing the boom to snap 
near the jaws and pinned my Uncle by the rail breaking 
his leg near the hip and he had to be carried below 
as we thought to die, This was Rov t 25th .Then we were 







feared being caught on a lea shore but carried on and 
by night fall was about 8 miles off St. Johnls but get 
no assistance from there. 3o had to run along shore 
that night, so next day we passed St. John's again 
running northward to, Baccalieu again, but too distant 
to be observed from the IHXMb block house Stormy winds 
put off the land*a>;eek iaxaxxafter losing foremast the 
wind came from the South East, raising our hopes to 
reach the land which was in full- view, but the# wind 
chopped from N East again and blew the Staysail in 
ribbons and our shroud ©n mainmast worked loose and to 
save the mainmast jumping the step and damaging the 
hull, we had to cut it away having lost both spars. 
We were at the mercy of the waves. 3o first smooth time 
we got a strap on the stump of the foremast and could 
hoist a top mast staysail and when favourable could 
run towards the gulf stream and in much warmer Hxsxhaxx 
water, ever/ hoping to see shipping, we did see 4 Ships 
but too far distant to be seen hj m, them, },& were now 
in December and drifted to much warmer climate 



running south. Xmas day came and tt celebrate the day we had 
currant deush balls and. a drop of rum and I oa#U djink 
for tht 7 of us from rain that was falling. It gave us hop* 
as we Baw a largo Barque lumber ladtn from Quebec wt me 
supposed, and wlilo making sail wt could see tht men on tht 
rard arm but thty failed to stt us. It tried to follow the ship 
as she headed South by East. Hext morning about 4. am we sighted 
a light right astern and finding our signals had failed to 
attract other outher vessels we took in our lights and waited 
until we lost sight of the light, and then we got a bundle of hay 
from the hold anS set fir. to it, right after ttus we aaw» 
it coming towards us, the light of a large Steamboat. Sht kept 
a safe distance from till daylight she bore down and asked us 
if we could lower a boat our answer was our boat had been 
wrecked. 3© after ten or more minutes we saw a life boat 
from the ship lowered and the officer and twelve men came to 
rescue us, till in* us to hurry as she was a mail boat of tht 
Canard line cjlltl the Cythia 3.000 tons Having a lame man 
below, my brother told the officer, He advised leaving him 
but Jacob told he would rather stay with him also, then the 
boat waited for the man to be brought on deck and lifted into 

!*f. Ill %$V*Jl*i f 11 8°ti* m T> having thrown our clothes bags 
into tne life-boat too. It was getting more stormy momentarily 
and arriving at the sidt of the Icythia, we were advised to clamber 
up, the ladder to make room for the' sailors to hook the boat and 
hoist her in, but the Captain thought it too dangerous to hook 
one end and not th-other of the life - boat an? ordered the xi 
life-boat cut away taking our Ixim' clothes with it. wt wert 
left as we stood as regards to our clothes But through the 
kindness of some of the passengers we were supplied with some 
of their clothing though not fitting us we all appreciated it 
it anyrate we were rescued and happy. During the 32 days we 
were drifting we were put on a water allowance of a tea cup 
-full a day per man for twenty four hours making ithard for me 
as a boy ti sixteen- years to do with so little water I find 
untill this day I would rather be without food than water. 
W| had been rescued Monday 26th and the following Saturday 
midnight we arrived in the Mersey Liverpool, The joy bells 
ringing the New Year of I§82, Y/E landed in Liver pool 
Sunday morning and we were escorted* to the sailors Home 
and stayed there until Saturday JanuaryVth, then on to Glascow 
on Steamboat Owl via. Irish channel we landed at Glasgow 
sundav morning, and were taken to the sailor's home where we 
stayed until Wednesday I2th of January, And then embarked on 
the S S Raleigh carrying a part load of pig iron, gas coal, 
and stone for the building of the Anglican Cathedral at 
ST, John's I.I? L. B. Making a stormy xxinxaxpa passage of 
22 days Thank God safe and well. 
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The aamts ef the crtw wn as follows 

Jabes Butler Captain 

Jacob Winsor Butler.... Matt 

Join Jennings' Butler... Able seaman 

Ssa« Butler Able seaman 

Jabes Henry Butler Ordinary seaman. 

Jacob Sadta* sailor 

John Cousins ft* passenger 

A strange coincidence 10 years after while sailing to Halifax 
on the Allan Liner Carthegenia I listened to the quarter master 
relating the tale of our shipwreck, and after listening to it 
for sometime I asked the officer if he would recognize ! j^£ one. 
that was in that crew at .that time, And when I made myseft 
known as lie young lad that was on board that schooner He 
took me around and introduced to all the crew and treated me very 
kind. And thus ends the tale of the loss of the Schooner Mary. 
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